
Close Reading of Chapter One- Of Mice and Men. Please write your notes with parentheticals as needed 

on a labeled sheet of loose leaf in the literature section of your NB or annotate directly in your book. 

1) Analyze the atmosphere created in the opening two paragraphs.  Use L,D,S to support your 

ideas.  Now, think about why Steinbeck would start his novella like this?  Propose some 

possibilities. 

2) How does the depiction of nature contribute to the opening chapter?  What is man’s role within 

this context?  

3) How does Steinbeck juxtapose the central characters?  Identify specific details which serve to 

create this contrast.  Identify any similes or metaphors which contribute to the initial 

characterization. 

4) What does Steinbeck suggest about our two characters thus far.  Who do you imagine will be 

the protagonist?  Who will be static and who dynamic?  Explain with text evidence. 

 

Close Reading of Chapter One- Of Mice and Men. Please write your notes with parentheticals as needed 

on a labeled sheet of loose leaf in the literature section of your NB or annotate directly in your book. 

1) Using the power point slides on Setting, analyze the atmosphere created in the opening two 

paragraphs.  Use imagery, diction, and details to support your ideas.  Now, think about why 

Steinbeck would start his novella like this?  Propose some possibilities. 

2) How does the depiction of nature contribute to the opening chapter?  What is man’s role within 

this context?  

3) How does Steinbeck juxtapose the central characters?  Identify specific details which serve to 

create this contrast.  Identify any similes or metaphors which contribute to the initial 

characterization. 

4) Using the power point slides on Characterization,  identify two additional means of 

characterization that Steinbeck uses and what does he suggest about our two characters thus far.  

Who do you imagine will be the protagonist?  Who will be static and who dynamic?  Explain. 

 


